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When ‘eminent historians’ were put in the dock:
Romila Thapar and the collapse of Marxist monopoly
Sometimes the crisis of

Indian historiography can be
captured through a single viral
clip. In the video, eminent
historian Romila Thapar
confidently claims that

Patanjal i described the
relationship between
Brahmins and Sramanas as
being like that between a
snake and a mongoose. It is
a striking image, perfectly

suited to the Marxist
interpretation of ancient
Bharat as a perpetual
battlefield of social conflict.
There is, however, one
problem: the passage does
not exist in Patanjal i ’s
Mahabhashya. As author
Nityananda Mishra explains in
the viral clip, Patanjali refers
to Sramanas and Brahmins

together only once, and even
there the snake-mongoose
analogy is absent.
Interestingly, the same claim
had appeared in Thapar’s
earl ier works, including
Interpreting Early India
(1992) and Cultural Pasts
(2000). This incident is
important not merely because
it reveals the truth about a

As author Arvind Singh
writes in India’s Rogue
Historians, the Ram
Janmabhoomi dispute was
“perhaps the only instance
where Marxist historiography
was weighed on
jurisprudence”.

The results were
devastating. One after
another, “expert witnesses”

col lapsed under cross-
examination. Behind the
intimidating academic
reputations lay conjecture,
second-hand assumptions,
ideological certainties, and in
some cases startl ing
unfamiliarity with the very
primary evidence on which
they claimed expertise. One
striking example was Prof

disputed quotation. It is important
because it raises uncomfortable
questions about the authority exercised
by certain schools of Indian
historiography and the reluctance
within parts of academia to subject
“eminent” historians to the same
scrutiny they routinely apply to others.

For decades, a relatively small
ideological circle dominated the
country’s historical discourse. Their
influence rested not merely on
scholarship, but also on institutional
power. They wrote textbooks,
controlled college and university
departments, influenced media
narratives, and determined who truly
qualified to be a “serious” historian.
Those who questioned them were
dismissed as communal, revivalist,
unscientific, or simply “unqualified”. The
irony, of course, is that many of these
guardians of “scientific history” were
themselves shielded from the most
elementary standards of scrutiny. That
immunity is now gone. Romila Thapar’s
recent memoir, Just Being, reflects this
anxiety. She laments the growing
influence of what she calls “non-
historians” in shaping public
understandings of the past and argues
that official support is increasingly going
towards narratives different from those
produced by “professionally trained
historians”. “Until a decade or two ago,”
Thapar writes, “historical scholarship
was not interfered with by unqualified
people. That situation has now
changed. The perception of history that
is being popularised and has official
backing is distinct from that which is
being researched by scholars. The two
are moving in opposite directions. The
danger is that the latter may be nullified
by the official support given to the
former.” The complaint reveals a deeper
unease. After all, the first time since
Independence, Marxist historiography
in the country no longer enjoys
uncontested intellectual authority. It is
this erosion of monopoly, more than
disagreement itself, that seems to have
generated such anxiety, if not anger.

If one looks back, the country’s
“eminent” historians evaded intellectual
accountability for most of the post-
Independence era. In fact, the only
time they were put in the dock — quite
literally — was when they went to the
Allahabad High Court as “expert
witnesses” in the Ram Janmabhoomi
case. The Ayodhya case was unusual
because it compelled our
“professionally trained” historians to
leave classrooms and seminar halls to
enter a courtroom, where claims had
to withstand cross-examination rather
than ideological consensus.
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47 rz„úe „h{e{kt ‚hnËu …nkutåÞk „]n{tºke yr{Œ þkn
…krfMŒk™™e ½q‚ý¾kuhe hkufðk ƒ™kÔÞku ™ðku Ã÷k™

çkefkLk uh, Ëuþ{kt yk ‚{Þu

¼e»ký „h{e Œu™e [h{‚e{k …h

Au. hksMÚkk™, „wshkŒ, rËÕne y™u
W¥kh ¼khŒ™k ½ýk ¼k„k u{k t

Œk…{k™ 45Úke 47 rz„úe ‚wÄe
…nkut[e [qõâwt Au. ‚k{kLÞ ÷kufku
ƒ…kuhu ½hku{ktÚke ƒnkh ™ef¤ðk™wt
xk¤e hÌkk Au, …htŒw yk s Œ…Œe
„h{e ðå[u fuLÿeÞ „]n{tºke yr{Œ
þkn ‚ŒŒ Ëuþ™k ‚hnËe

rðMŒkhku™ku «ðk‚ fhe hÌkk Au. 25

{uÚke ÷E™u 29 {u ‚wÄe hksMÚkk™™k
ƒefk™uhÚke ÷E™u „wshkŒ™k ¼ws
‚wÄe™ku Œu{™ku fkÞo¢{ {kºk ‚hfkhe
yki…[krhfŒk ™Úke, …htŒw hküÙeÞ
‚whûkk «íÞu „t¼eh «rŒƒØŒk™ku
‚tfuŒ yk…u Au.

hksfkhý{kt yðkh™ðkh

™uŒkyku …h yuðku ykhku… ÷k„u Au fu

Œuyku yuhfÂLzþLz Y{{kt ƒu‚e™u
r™ýoÞku ÷u Au y™u s{e™e …zfkhkuÚke

Ëqh hnu Au, …htŒw yr{Œ þkn™ku

ŒksuŒh™k u ƒk uz oh «ðk‚ yk

ÄkhýkÚke y÷„ r[ºk hsq fhu Au.
ƒefk™uh™e Œ…Œe huŒe nk uÞ fu

fåA™ku ‚tðuË™þe÷ nhk{e ™k¤k

rðMŒkh, „]n{tºke …kuŒu íÞkt …nkut[e™u
‚whûkk ÔÞðMÚkk™e ‚{eûkk fhe hÌkk
Au. yk {kºk ðneðxe ‚{eûkk ™Úke,
…htŒw sðk™ku™k {™kuƒ¤™u {sƒqŒ
fhðk™ku «Þk‚ …ý Au. hksMÚkk™™k

ƒefk™uh «ðk‚ Ëhr{Þk™ yr{Œ

þknu BSF™e ‚kt[w ‚hnË [kufe™e
{w÷kfkŒ ÷eÄe nŒe. Œu{ýu sðk™ku
‚kÚku ‚eÄku ‚tðkË fÞkuo y™u ‚hnËe

rðMŒkhk u{k t ‚whûkk ÔÞðMÚkk™e
‚{eûkk fhe nŒe. yk ðkŒ ™k™e

÷k„e þfu Au, …htŒw ‚hnËku …h
Œnu™kŒ sðk™ku {kxu ¾qƒ s {níð
Ähkðu Au. ßÞkhu Ëuþ™k „]n{tºke ¼khu
nðk{k™ y™u …zfkhs™f

…rhÂMÚkrŒyku{kt …kuŒu ‚hnË [kufe

‚wÄe …nkut[u Au, íÞkhu sðk™ku™u yuðku
‚tËuþ òÞ Au fu Œu{™ku ‚t½»ko y™u

íÞk„ {kºk VkE÷ku …qhŒku {ÞkorËŒ
™Úke. yksu ¼khŒ su ‚whûkk
…zfkhku™ku ‚k{™ku fhe hÌkwt Au, Œu{kt

‚hnË ÔÞðMÚkk…™ ‚kiÚke {níð…qýo
{wÆkyku{ktÚke yuf Au. …krfMŒk™
ŒhVÚke ‚ŒŒ ½q‚ý¾kuhe™k «Þk‚ku,
zÙku™ îkhk nrÚkÞkhku y™u ™þk™e
ŒMfhe, ËrhÞkE ‚hnË …h þtfkM…Ë
«ð]r¥kyku y™u …qðkuo¥kh{kt ‚hnË
…kh™w t  ™uxðfo… yk ƒÄk yuðk
…zfkhku Au su™k {kxu ‚ŒŒ Ëu¾hu¾

y™u {sƒqŒ ‚tf÷™™e sYh Au.
yr{Œ þkn™k «ðk‚{kt yk s Vkuf‚

M…ü Ëu¾kE ykðu Au. ¼ws «ðk‚
Ëhr{Þk™ „]n{tºkeyu ‚hnË [kufe
G-7™wt Wjkx™ fÞwO nŒwt, «nhe
‚t{u÷™{kt ¼k„ ÷eÄku y™u nhk{e

™k¤k rðMŒkh™wt r™heûký fÞwO nŒwt.
nhk{e ™k¤wt fkuE ‚k{kLÞ rðMŒkh
™Úke. yk ¼khŒ-…krfMŒk™

‚hnË™ku yíÞtŒ ‚tð uË™þe÷

rðMŒkh {k™ðk{kt ykðu Au, ßÞkt
Ë÷Ë÷e y™u ËrhÞkE ¼q„ku¤ ‚whûkk
yusL‚eyku {kxu {kuxku …zfkh Q¼ku

fhu Au. ykðk rðMŒkh{kt sE™u …kuŒu

…rhÂMÚkrŒ™w t {qÕÞktf™ fhðw t yu
Ëþkoðu Au fu ‚hfkh ‚hnË ‚whûkk™u
÷E™u {kºk r™ðuË™ƒkS ™Úke fhe

hne, …htŒw „t¼eh ÔÞqnkí{f ŒiÞkhe
fhe hne Au. ƒeS yuf {níð™e

ðkŒ yu Au fu yr{Œ þkn™k yk

«ðk‚ku{kt {kºk ‚whûkk ‚{eûkk s
™nª, …htŒw xuf™ku÷kuS ykÄkrhŒ
{kur™x®h„ …h …ý ¼kh Ëu¾kE

hÌkku Au. ¼ws{kt Œu{ýu ftxÙku÷ Y{{kt
PTZ fu{uhk™k Vez™wt yð÷kuf™ fÞwO
nŒwt. yk™ku yÚko ‚kV Au fu, yk„k{e
‚{Þ{kt ¼khŒ™e ‚hnË ‚whûkk
{kºk sðk™ku™e ‚tÏÞk …h ™nª,
…htŒ w M{kx o ‚ðu o÷L‚, z Ùk u™
{kur™x®h„ y™u nkExuf Ëu¾hu¾

r‚Mx{ …h …ý ykÄkrhŒ nþu.

SIR «r¢Þk nkÚk Ähðe [qtxýe …t[™u yrÄfkh
‚w«e{ fkuxuo Œ{k{ yhS V„kðe™u ykÃÞku [wfkËku

Lkðe rËÕne, {ŒËkh ÞkËe™k

rðþu»k y™u „n™ …w™:r™heûký
fkÞo™u ÷E™u ‚w«e{ fkux u o yksu
{n¥ð™ku [wfkËku ‚t¼¤kÔÞku Au.
‚w«e{ fkuxuo M…üŒk fhe Au fu, ¼khŒ
‚hfkh™k [qtxýe …t[ (ECI) …k‚u

SIR «r¢Þk nkÚk Ähðk™ku ‚t…qýo
fk™q™e yrÄfkh Au. {ŒËkh ÞkËe™wt
rðþu»k „n™ …w™:r™heûký

ƒtÄkhýeÞ y™u {kLÞ Au. [qtxýe …t[
…k‚u {ŒËkh ÞkËe r™»…ûk y™u þwØ
fhðk™ku ‚t…qýo yrÄfkh Au. fkuxuo yk
«r¢Þk™u …zfkhŒe yhSyku …h

‚w™kðýe fhŒkt [qtxýe …t[™k …ûk{kt
[wfkËku ykÃÞku Au. ‚w«e{ fkuxo™k [eV
sÂMx‚ ‚qÞofk tŒ y™u sÂMx‚
òuÞ{kÕÞk ƒk„[e™e ƒuL[u ƒwÄðkhu
yk [wfkËku ‚t¼¤kÔÞku nŒku. yk

ƒkƒŒu fk ux u o  f ux÷ef {n¥ð…qýo
rxÃ…ýe fhe Au, su yk «{kýu Au.

‚w«e{ fkuxuo ¼kh…qðof sýkÔÞwt fu,
[qtxýe …t[ yuf MðkÞ¥k ƒtÄkhýeÞ
‚tMÚkk Au. Ëuþ{kt {wõŒ y™u LÞkÞe
[qtxýeyku fhkððk {kxu yuf ‚[kux
{ŒËkh ÞkËe ŒiÞkh fhðe Œu™e

«kÚkr{f sðkƒËkhe Au. fkuxuo MðefkÞwO
fu fkuE rðþu»k ‚tòu„ku™wt r™{koý ÚkkÞ

íÞkhu ‚k{kLÞ «r¢ÞkÚke nxe™u fkuE

y÷„ fu rðþu»k «r¢Þk y…™kððe

Œu ƒtÄkhý yÚkðk «[r÷Œ fkÞËk™e

rðÁØ ™Úke. ykÚke [qtxýe …t[ …k‚u
SIR ÷k„w fhðk™e y™u yk rðþu»k
yr¼Þk™ [÷kððk™e …qhe ‚¥kk Au.

rƒnkh{kt [qtxýe …t[ îkhk ßÞkhu
yk rðþu»k Íwtƒuþ þY fhkE, íÞkhu
Œu™u …zfkhðk{kt ykðe nŒe.

ò{skuÄ…qh™k þuXðzk¤k
rðMŒkh{kt ÚkÞu÷e ƒu [kuhe™ku

¼uË Wfu÷kÞku: Y.2.55
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ykhku…e Íz…kÞk
ò{™„h

ò{™„h yu÷.‚e.ƒe.yu

þuXðzk¤k …ku÷e‚ Mxuþ™ rðMŒkh{kt

ÚkÞu÷e ƒu [kuhe™k „w™kyku™ku ¼uË Wfu÷e
fku…h ðkÞh, {kuxh‚kÞf÷, {kuƒkR÷
Vku™ ‚rnŒ fw÷ Y.2,55,060™ku
{wÆk{k÷ fçsu fhe ºký ykhku…eyku™u
Íz…e …kzTÞk Au. hksfkux huLs™k
…ku÷e‚ {nkr™heûkf ŒÚkk ò{™„h

rsÕ÷k …ku÷e‚ yrÄûkf™k {k„oËþo™

nuX¤ rsÕ÷k{kt ™kutÄkÞu÷k ðýþkuÄkÞu÷k

[kuhe™k „w™kyku Wfu÷ðk
yu÷.‚e.ƒe.™u ‚q[™k yk…ðk{kt
ykðe nŒe. Œu y™w‚tÄk™u
yu÷.‚e.ƒe.™k …ku÷e‚ RLM…uõxh™k

{k„oËþo™ nuX¤ …ku.‚.R. ŒÚkk MxkVu

‚e‚exeðe Vqxus, xurõ™f÷ ‚ðuo÷L‚
y™u ¾k™„e ƒkŒ{e™k ykÄkhu Œ…k‚

nkÚk Ähe nŒe. Œ…k‚ Ëhr{Þk™ Ëhuz-

{‚eŒeÞk hkuz W…hÚke ykhku…eyku™k

fçò™k {fk™{kt huRz fhe

…ð™[¬e™k xkðh{ktÚke [kuhe fhkÞu÷

266 rf÷ku fku…h ðkÞh ŒÚkk

yku„k¤e™u ƒ™kðu÷ fku…h™e $xku fçsu

fhðk{kt ykðe nŒe. ‚kÚku „w™k{kt
W…Þku„{kt ÷uðkÞu÷k ƒu {kuxh‚kÞf÷,
ƒu {kuƒkR÷ Vku™, ze‚{e‚ y™u fuƒ÷
ðkÞh fk…ðk™e Œýe {¤e fw÷
Y.2,55,060™ku {wÆk{k÷ só
fhðk{kt ykÔÞku nŒku.
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